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The passages in brackets have been added chiefly
from the commentary, for the reasons stated in my
Buddhist Suttas. There is no doubt, I think, that
we have here not only the actual basis of the Bud-
dha's teaching, but also the very words in which he
was pleased to state it. The early disciples who
have preserved this record are not likely to have
been mistaken on the first point, and the essential
words of the discourse, however shortened, are not
likely to have been much altered. The views here
set forth are so remarkable as the basis of a religion
promulgated in the sixth century B. C., that to sup-
pose the disciples to have invented them is to credit
them with a power of intelligence and imagination
no less than that of their revered master. But to
the historian it would be much the same thing
whether the Foundation of the Kingdom of Right-
eousness were really due to the master or his follow-
ers. The remarkable fact is, that we have here set
forth a view of religion entirely independent of the
soul theories, on which all the various philosophies
and religions then current in India were based ; en-
tirely free from the idolatries and superstitions of
the day. And if this Buddhist ideal of the perfect
life is remarkable when compared with the thought
of India at that time, it is equally instructive when
looked at from the comparative point of view.